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August 24, 1900 



COSTA RICA. 

Report from Port Limon — Fruit port. 

Port Limon, Costa Eica, August 5, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit report for week ended August 4. 
The following vessels have cleared from this port direct for the United 

States : 



Date. Vessel. 


Master. 


Crew. 


Destination. 


Number 
of pas- 
sengers. 


Number 
of pieces 
baggage 
disin- 
fected. 


Aug. 2 
Aug. 3 


Steamship Hispania 




38 
21 
21 













do 







do 












The sanitary conditions of Port Limon and vicinity are good. Seven 
deaths occurred during the week as follows : July 29, a child, 1 year of 
age, from dysentery ; an adult, 34 years of age, from phthisis pulmonalis ; 
an adult, 31 years of age, from intermittent fever ; July 31, a child, 1 
day of age, from inanition. August 3, a child, 1 year and 4 days of age, 
from dysentery ; an adult 38 years of age, from dysentery, and on 4th 
an adult, 48 years of age, from heart disease. 

Eespectfully, J. Grey Thomas, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Case of smallpox at Port Limon. 

Port Limon, Costa Eica, August 8, 1900. 
Sir : On August 7, there was discovered 1 case of smallpox in the 
person of a negro man. He was immediately isolated outside of the 
city limits. The house in which he was taken ill was properly disin- 
fected, all bed clothing, pillows, and mattresses being burned. 

Eespectfully, J. Grey Thomas, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Description of the fruit wharves at Port Limon. 

Port Limon, Costa Eica, August 6, 1900. 

Sir : In answer to your letter (G. ) of July 10, 1900, will say that I 
inclose under separate cover a drawing of the fruit wharves at Port 
Limon as requested. The existing pier is constructed of wood, and I 
am informed will be used until December of this year, when the new 
iron pier which is nearly completed will be used. The wooden structure 
accommodates 2 vessels on the wing. The iron structure will be able to 
accommodate 5 vessels. All vessels are moored at the extreme ends of 
the piers. 

Mr. Jno. M. Keith, division manager of the United Fruit Company 

for Costa Eica, says: " I am not in receipt of any information from our 

home office of any intention of constructing a disinfecting plant at Port 

Limon, but have no doubt that our company would do so if necessary." 
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He further says : "We take a lively interest in this matter, and can 
assure you of our cooperation in everything that would tend to main- 
tain the healthfullness of our port and to prevent the spread of any 
infection to the shipping." He has written to the Boston offices for 
information upon this subject, and will forward same to me. 
I will write you as soon as I hear from Mr. Keith. 

Eespectfully, J. Grey Thomas, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CUBA. 

Reports from Oienfuegos, Casilda, and Santa Cruz del Sur. 

Cienfuegos, Cuba, August 18, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that during the week ended August 
11, 1900, 21 deaths have occurred in this city from the following causes 
Tuberculosis, 3 ; paludism, 3 ; pernicious fever, 2 ; arterial sclerosis, 2 
enteritis, 1 ; bronchitis, 1 ; ■ meningitis, 1 ; mitral insufficiency, 1 
malaria, 1 ; anaemia, chronic, 1 ; alcoholism, 1 ; congestion of liver, 1 
cerebral hemorrhage, 1 ; senility, 1 ; intestinal hemorrhage, 1. Six of 
these deaths occurred in the civil hospital. Death rate, 27.38. No 
contagious diseases exist in this vicinity. Nothing suspicious has been 
reported from Rowell Barracks, Pasa Cabella. Twelve vessels have 
been inspected during the week. Six vessels have been issued bills of 
health outside this district. One alien steerage passenger was inspected 
and allowed to land. Twenty pieces baggage from Havana were disin- 
fected. Nine health certificates were issued. 

Casilda. — Dr. Alejandero Cantero reports 3 deaths in Trinidad during 
the week. No contagious diseases. Health of port good. Inspected 4 
vessels during the week. 

Santa Cruz del Sur. — Dr. Juan R. Xiques reports no deaths in that 
port during the week. No contagious diseases. Health of port good. 
Inspected 8 vessels during the week. 

Eespectfully, F. E. Trotter, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Cablegram.] 

Yellow fever at Cienfuegos. 

Cienfuegos, Cuba, August 17, 1900. 
Health officer reports a case of yellow fever in lazaretto, this city. 
This case and the 1 reported on the 14th are all that have so far 
occurred. 

Trotter, 
Quarantine Officer. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Cienfuegos, Cuba, August 19, 1900. 
, One case of yellow fever removed from Hotel Continental yesterday 
and isolated outside city, patient a Spaniard, four months resident of 



